WHAT WE MEASURED: SHOREBIRD COUNTS, PLOVER NESTING SUCCESS & BRANT POPULATIONS

Are the bird populations that depend on
bay habitat stab?e?

Yes, most populations appear stable over the last 15 years,
however, brant and snowy plovers require confinued monitoring
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Snowy Plover Populations in Morro Bay

Since 2002, California State Parks has been installing seasonal fencing on the Morro

Bay sandspit during plover nesting season to protect sensitive habitats. State Parks
plover monitors walk the sandspit several fimes each week to check for nests and
hatchling plovers. The EINino event in 2004 is believed to have positively influenced
i i nesting success that year. 2007 was a tough year for plovers on the sandspit with
Shoreblrd Abundance in Morro qu over 50% of nests lost fo predators.
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5 g shorebird,  well-camouflaged for nesting on
2 8000 k= 150 beaches. The breeding season lasts from early
g £ 125 spring through mid-fall, with females laying eggs
Z 6000 & in depressions in the sand. The eggs hatch nearly
§ 100 a month later, and the chicks are on their own
4000 ~ 75 a month affer. Loss of habifat, disturbance by
..3 humans or animals, and predation by animals
2000 z 50 such as skunks, raccoons and crows have led to
= 25 such a decline in plover numbers that this bird
0 § has been profected under the Endangered
Shorebirds consist of many species 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 0 5003 5004 5005 5006 5007 5008 Species Act since 1993,
ofsmallto medium-sized birds whose

habifat includes open shoreline.

Generally, they have faily thin bills | Each fall, local birders come together to conduct counts of shorebirds on the bay, sand o o

and /%ﬂhg legs. C%f/ew/b%bOAV@ Of@/ spit and Morro Strand in an effort that has gone on since the late 1980s. The graph shows
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courts in MO”OVBOV v recorted the fotal counts for.eoch of ’(he surveys. Birders identify an average of 21 species during the Roser— 10089000 Son Luis Obispo Coost District in 2008, from CA Stafe Parks

41 species of shorebird. Cour_ﬁs' a value which r'emomed rglo’nvely stable over the years. The data shows a frend of * Data sources for shorebird survey: Local volunteers in conjunction with Point - Photos of brant geese, plover and shorebirds by Mike Baird. Photo of brant in
relatively stable shorebird populations on Morro Bay. Reyes Bird Observatory—pre-2003; MBNEP—2003-2008. eelgrass by MBNEP.

* Datfa sources for brant data: J. Moffittt—1931-1942; CDFG—1950-1966; John ¢ Data sources for plover dafa: Annual Report for the Western Snowy Plover af
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