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Cape Ivy is a dreaded non-native invasive plant that
spreads rapidly in riparian areas and literally smothers
native plants. The aggressive vine forms a dense mat of
vegetation that climbs and blankets adjacent plants,
blocking sunlight and killing the plant. In some cases,
Cape Ivy can even topple a tree or other plant under its
weight.

A Cape Ivy look-a-like is a native plant commonly called
Wild Cucumber or Manroot. This vine appears in spring
and grows at an alarmingly rapid rate. However, the fast
growth is short-lived and as we head into the dry summer
Wild Cucumber dies back to a persistant tuber (unlike
Cape Ivy that continues to grow year round). 

In our last newsletter we incorrectly included a photo of
Wild Cucumber in an article about Cape Ivy. Readers
with a discerning eye and knowledge of botany quickly
noticed the plant in the photo had tendrils and white
flowers, neither of which occurs on Cape Ivy. The plant
removed by volunteers at the Chorro Creek Ecological
Reserve was indeed Cape Ivy and was removed under
supervision of our Restoration Coordinator. 

Aggressive Invasive Species or Native Wild Cucumber?

A New Generation Learns the Importance of Protecting
and Preserving the Morro Bay Estuary and Ocean
This spring over 100 students from the
Central Valley learned about the ecological
dangers of marine debris and experienced
the coast firsthand with a field trip to
Cayucos State Park Beach. The event is a
joint effort of the Coastal Commission
Whale Tail License Plate Program and the
MBNEP.

A second group of youth got a head start on
a summer full of exploration with the
Morro Bay Nature Camp. Fourteen
enthusiastic youth joined the camp for a
week of activities in and around the estuary.
The group of eight to twelve year-olds
received special programs at the Morro Bay
Museum of Natural History, Elfin Forest,
Dairy Creek, the Los Osos Library and
more. Sincere thanks to the volunteers and
partners that made this camp a huge
success, especially the many talented State
Park Docents that participated.

Due to positive reviews from kids and
parents alike, the MBNEP plans to hold the
camp again next summer.

Cape Ivy has bright
green, shiny, star-
shaped leaves
arranged on
alternate sides of the
stem and variable in
size. Unpleasantly
scented yellow-green
flower heads are
arranged in groups
of twenty or more;
each flower head is a
dime-sized discoid.

Wild Cucumber has
maple-shaped leaves,
up to 14 cm across,
that are light green in
color. White flowers
appear in the spring
and are star-shaped.
The fruit are gourd-
like, with prickly
spines. The fruits and
seeds are poisonous.

Every three years the MBNEP
invites the community to a free
event focused on the Morro
Bay Estuary. This fall’s State
of the Bay conference will
offer opportunities to learn
about the estuary through field
trips, panel discussions,
informative talks given by
scientists and resource
managers, as well as special
program updates from MBNEP

staff. Topics are slated to
include the following:
Sedimentation, Health of the
Estuary Update, Watershed
Restoration, Invasive Species,
Special Status Species,
Fisheries and Urban Runoff.

Registration information and a
full agenda will be posted at
www.mbnep.org in mid-
September.

State of the Bay Conference, October 13th and 14th 

Above, over 100 youth worked together to spell out a message that
our oceans deserve to thrive. Below, kids learn about the rookery with
Freeman Hall, a State Park Docent, at the Morro Bay Nature Camp.

Estero Bay Flora and Fauna Guides Now Available
A new resource is now available
for anyone who would like to
learn more about local flora and
fauna. Full-color, narrated photo
guides covering the Estero Bay
area are available in the following
categories: Native Flora,
Mammals, Fish, Amphibians,
Butterflies and Birds. 

Each of the informative booklets
can be downloaded at no charge
from the publications section of
the MBNEP website at
www.mbnep.org. 

The guides were created by Morro
Bay State Park staff with partial

funding from a MBNEP Education
and Outreach Mini-Grant. Work is
underway to make the booklets
available for purchase from an
online publishing company.

Additional guides to Non-Native
Flora and Lichens are underway
through a grant to Lisa Andreano.
These guides are expected to be
complete this fall. 

The next deadline to apply for
funding from the MBNEP grant
programs is Friday, September 1st.
Complete information about the
grant programs is available on the
MBNEP website. Questions about

new grant applications can be
directed to MBNEP staff at
805.772.3834.



An impressive effort to remove 28
illegally moored vessels from the
waters off of Windy Cove is
moving forward with great
success.  In less than a year, the
CA Department of Fish and Game
has successfully cleared 23 vessels
from the bay. A number of the
illegally moored boats had been
abandoned and were at risk of
sinking and releasing toxic
chemicals and petroleum products
into the estuary (see related article
to the right). Other boats have
been moved by their owners to dry
storage or have found legal
moorings in other areas.

Five vessels currently remain in
the area and all are expected to be
removed over the next few
months.   

The funds for this effort have
come from the CA Department of
Corrections and Rehabilitation as
part of a settlement with the
Central Coast Water Board over
significant sewage spills into
Chorro Creek.  The MBNEP
worked with the Water Board and
the CA Department of Corrections
and Rehabilitation to direct the
fines towards local environmental
efforts, and is overseeing their
implementation. 
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The Morro Bay 
National Estuary Program
is a local non-profit working 
to protect, preserve and
restore the Morro Bay
estuary and its watershed.
The MBNEP is funded by
the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency.

“Turning the Tide” is a free
quarterly newsletter. To
subscribe, call the MBNEP
office or visit our website.

Removal of Illegally Moored Boats Brings Clearer Views
and Cleaner Water to the Morro Bay Estuary 
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Too Much Mail?
Sign up to Receive Our
Newsletter Electronically

The MBNEP has funded the removal and demolition of the 60-foot
vessel Voyager, which partially sank in the waters of Morro Bay in
late May. The Voyager was one of 28 vessels illegally moored in
the estuary that have been targeted for removal by the CA
Department of Fish and Game.  

The half-sunken Voyager was patched and re-floated, fuel and
other hazardous materials were removed, and on June 14th the
vessel was pulled up the Tidelands Park launch ramp and
demolished. The effort involved the collaborative work of the
MBNEP, the CA Department of Fish and Game, MB Harbor
Patrol, and the U.S. Coast Guard.  The team effort successfully
removed the vessel and
prevented any spills of oil or
other hazardous materials
into the bay during the
demolition.  

The costs total approximately
$35,000, not including the
significant staff time invested
by the agencies noted above.

If you would like to reduce the
amount of mail in your mailbox,
and save resources at the same
time, you can sign up to receive
Turing the Tide by email. 

Simply send a request to Cheryl at
clesinski@mbnep.org and ask to
receive an electronic copy of
Turning the Tide. You will be
automatically removed from the
hardcopy mailing list. Please note,
you will need Adobe Acrobat
Reader to view the newsletter and
the emailed attachment may be up
to 1 MB in size.

Vessel Voyager Takes Its Last Journey

The MBNEP and CA Department of Fish and Game have teamed up to remove
illegally moored boats at Windy Cove. The photo on the left was taken last
year; the photo on the right reflects that a majority of the boats are now gone.Photo by Annie Gillespie


