


Estero Bay Flora and Fauna Guides Now Available

A new resource is now available
for anyone who would like to
learn more about local flora and
fauna. Full-color, narrated photo
guides covering the Estero Bay
area are available in the following
categories: Native Flora,
Mammals, Fish, Amphibians,
Butterflies and Birds.

Each of the informative booklets
can be downloaded at no charge
from the publications section of
the MBNEP website at
www.mbnep.org.

The guides were created by Morro
Bay State Park staff with partial

funding from a MBNEP Education
and Outreach Mini-Grant. Work is

underway to make the booklets
available for purchase from an
online publishing company.

Additional guides to Non-Native
Flora and Lichens are underway
through a grant to Lisa Andreano.
These guides are expected to be
complete this fall.

The next deadline to apply for
funding from the MBNEP grant

programs is Friday, September 1st.

Complete information about the
grant programs is available on the
MBNEP website. Questions about

new grant applications can be
directed to MBNEP staff at
805.772.3834.

Aggressive Invasive Species or Natlve W|Id Cucumber?

Cape lvy is a dreaded non-native invasive plant that
spreads rapidly in riparian areas and literally smothers
native plants. The aggressive vine forms a dense mat of
vegetation that climbs and blankets adjacent plants,
blocking sunlight and killing the plant. In some cases,
Cape Ivy can even topple a tree or other plant under its

weight.

A Cape lvy look-a-like is a native plant commonly called
Wild Cucumber or Manroot. This vine appears in spring

and grows at an alarmingly rapid rate. However, the fast

growth is short-lived and as we head into the dry summer ¥
Wild Cucumber dies back to a persistant tuber (unlike
Cape lvy that continues to grow year round).

In our last newsletter we incorrectly included a photo of
Wild Cucumber in an article about Cape Ivy. Readers
with a discerning eye and knowledge of botany quickly
noticed the plant in the photo had tendrils and white
flowers, neither of which occurs on Cape lvy. The plant
removed by volunteers at the Chorro Creek Ecological
Reserve was indeed Cape Ivy and was removed under
supervision of our Restoration Coordinator.
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¥ Wild Cucumber has

*% maple-shaped leaves,

) up to 14 cm across,

v that are light green in

color. White flowers

2 appear in the spring

g | and are star-shaped.
' The fruit are gourd-

like, with prickly

! spines. The fruits and

&% seeds are poisonous.

Cape lvy has bright
green, shiny, star-
shaped leaves
arranged on
alternate sides of the
. stem and variable in
size. Unpleasantly
W, scented yellow-green
- flower heads are

| arranged in groups
of twenty or more;
| each flower head is a
dime-sized discoid.
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Too Much Mail?

Sign up to Receive Our
Newsletter Electronically
If you would like to reduce the
amount of mail in your mailbox,
and save resources at the same
time, you can sign up to receive

Turing the Tide by email.

Simply send a request to Cheryl at
clesinski@mbnep.org and ask to

receive an electronic copy of

Turning the Tide. You will be
automatically removed from the
hardcopy mailing list. Please note,
you will need Adobe Acrobat
Reader to view the newsletter and
the emailed attachment may be up

to 1 MB in size.

PR OGHR A
601 Embarcadero, Suite 11
Morro Bay, CA 93442
805.772.3834
www.mbnep.org

The Morro Bay

National Estuary Program
is a local non-profit working
to protect, preserve and
restore the Morro Bay
estuary and its watershed.
The MBNEP is funded by
the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency.

“Turning the Tide” is a free
quarterly newsletter. To
subscribe, call the MBNEP
office or visit our website.
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