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Make a Difference: Help Monitor the Health of Morro Bay

The Estuary Program’s Volunteer
Monitoring Program is gearing up

for a busy spring and is seeking
volunteers for a number of efforts both
in the bay and the creeks. Volunteers
are provided with complete training,
$0 no previous experience is needed.

Water quality monitors venture out
to a local creek site once a month,
year-round, for approximately an hour
to gather data using various meters
and test kits. Bacteria monitoring
volunteers work year-round, for a
few hours each month, to collect
samples from either the creeks or
bay and conduct laboratory analysis
using EPA-certified methods.
Macroinvertebrate monitoring
involves extensive fieldwork

collecting insect samples that help
assess habitat quality of creeks.
Macroinvertebrate monitoring requires
approximately four hours per site and
will take place in early April.

The VMP’s spring shorebird
monitoring event will take place

on Saturday, April 28. Experienced
birders will disperse throughout Morro
Bay, the strand and the sand spit to
help track shorebird populations.

To learn more about the VMP’s
efforts, visit their page on the Estuary
Program website at www.mbnep.
org/volunteer. If you are interested

in participating in any of these
monitoring efforts, contact VMP staff
at 805.772.3834.
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The Morro Bay

National Estuary Program
is a local non-profit working
to protect, preserve and
restore the Morro Bay
estuary and its watershed.
The MBNEP is funded by
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office or visit our website.

Printed on recycled paper

Page 4 |

Morro Bay National Estuary Program

PRESORTED
STANDARD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
San Luis Obispo CA
PERMIT NO. 325



NN

)
A

Executive Committee Welcomes New Members

The Estuary Program is a
collaborative organization that
depends on the efforts of many
partners— non-profits, businesses,
volunteers, and agencies—to
accomplish our shared goals of
protecting and restoring the estuary
and the watershed.

At the heart of this cooperative
program is our Executive Committee
and its thirteen member seats.

This spring brought three open

seats on this important committee:
Environmental Interests,

At-Large Government and a new
Science and Technical position.

After letters of invitation were
distributed under direction of a
nomination sub-committee, the
Estuary Program is very pleased

to announce that Morgan Rafferty,
Director of the Environmental
Center of San Luis Obispo
(ECOSLO) and Sam Schuchat,
Executive Officer of the State
Coastal Conservancy have joined
the group, filling the Environmental
Interests and At-Large Government
seats respectively.

The new Science and Technical
seat will be filled by Dean Wendt,
Associate Professor of Biology at

at. moers by eE0UEry

pe 1§ oo R \\B_ i\

Cal Poly and Director of San Luis
Obispo Science and Ecosystem
Alliance (SLOSEA). Tom Edell
will be filling the Estuary Program
Implementation Committee Chair
position for the next two years.
Newly participating elected officials
include San Luis Obispo County
Supervisor Bruce Gibson, City of
Morro Bay Council member Melody
DeMerrit and Los Osos CSD
President Chuck Cesena.

The Executive Committee provides
general policy direction for

the Estuary Program, monitors
activities, assesses progress, and
approves grant requests. The
Executive Committee is advised
by the Implementation Committee,
which includes representatives of
dozens of agencies and community
organizations. The quarterly
meetings of the Implementation
Committee and Executive
Committee are open to the public
and are posted on our website.

The Estuary Program would like to
thank all of the people who recently
served on the Executive Committee
including Marla Morrissey, Linda
Chipping, Ruth Ann Angus, Janice
Peters, Henriette Groot, and Lisa
Schicker.

A new resource guide for bayside
residents is making a big splash in
the community. The colorful guide
provides detailed information about
how local residents can do their part
to keep the estuary healthy.

You can find the FREE guides at
the Estuary Program office on the
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Bayside Living Guide Makes Big Splash

Embarcadero and around town at the
Morro Bay and Los Osos Libraries,
as well as at Morro Bay Public
Works and the Los Osos Community
Service District office.

You can also have a Guide mailed
to your local address by calling the
Estuary Program at 805.772.3834.




