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Why is habitat protection and restoration important to our community?
Naturally occurring flora and fauna are integral to our bayside community. Plants and animals that are 
adapted to the local climate, soils, and weather patterns support the beautiful surroundings that we all enjoy. 
They also provide a number of important functions. For example, native plants outperform exotic species in 
controlling erosion and surviving on limited water. When natural habitats are protected and native animals 
thrive, balance is achieved and more life can be supported. Our community depends on a healthy environment 
for clean water, clean air, beautiful vistas, and economic opportunity. More intrinsically, being surrounded 
by nature draws many of us to live, work, and play around the estuary.

The map below shows protected, enhanced, and restored 
habitats in the Morro Bay watershed. Protected means 
habitats are protected from development or other 
impactful activities in the future. Examples include 
lands owned by State or County Parks and lands that 
have a conservation easement (an agreement that 
allows continued uses like farming and ranching 
but limits future development). Enhanced refers to 
activities that improve habitat conditions – examples 
of activities that enhance habitats include fencing to 
reduce cattle access to creeks and removing derelict 

Are important natural areas being protected, enhanced, and restored? 

Yes, over 3,700 acres have been protected and over 400 acres have  
been restored or enhanced.

Grassland/Upper Watershed

Sand Dune and Coastal ScrubSaltmarshes and Mudflats

Healthy habitats provide homes to many plants and animals, protect water quality in the estuary, and preserve 
the scenic beauty and recreational opportunities that residents and visitors love about Morro Bay. There are many 
important habitats in the watershed and around the bay:

Riparian Habitats along Creeks

vessels from the bay. Restored refers to activities 
that reestablish conditions on a property before 
alterations from human activities caused significant 
disturbance. For example, ongoing efforts to restore 
native vegetation at the Sweet Springs Preserve aim 
to reestablish the naturally occurring coastal scrub 
habitat. Other restoration efforts include the Eelgrass 
Recovery Strategy, which includes replanting in areas 
that historically supported eelgrass beds (see page 11 
for more detailed information on this project).
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White pelicans on mudflats in Morro Bay | Mike Baird Sand dune habitat in south end of Morro Bay | staff photo

View of upper watershed from Camp San Luis Obispo | staff photo Riparian habitat along lower Chorro Creek | Alan Schmierer
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