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MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 

& DIRECTOR

Next year is the 20th Anniversary�RI�0RUUR�%D\�EHLQJ�
DFFHSWHG�LQWR�WKH�1DWLRQDO�(VWXDU\�3URJUDP��1(3���:KDW�VWDUWHG�
RXW�DV�D�ŏORQJ�VKRWŐ�GUHDP�E\�D�GHGLFDWHG�DQG�SDVVLRQDWH
JURXS�RI�SHRSOH�DW�WKH�)ULHQGV�RI�WKH�(VWXDU\�DQG�WKH�%D\�
)RXQGDWLRQ�HYHQWXDOO\�UHVXOWHG�LQ�WKH�0RUUR�%D\�(VWXDU\�EHLQJ�
UHFRJQL]HG�DV�RQH�RI�RQO\����HVWXDULHV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�WR�
UHFHLYH�WKH�1(3�GHVLJQDWLRQ��

0RUUR�%D\�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�VPDOOHVW�RI�WKH�GHVLJQDWHG�HVWXDULHV��
DQG�ZDV�FKDOOHQJHG�WR�FRPSOHWH�D�&RPSUHKHQVLYH�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�
DQG�0DQDJHPHQW�3ODQ��&&03��LQ�MXVW�ƓYH�\HDUV��7KH�FKDOOHQJH�
ZDV�VXEVWDQWLDO��7KH�VWDII�DW�WKH�0RUUR�%D\�1DWLRQDO�(VWXDU\�
3URJUDP�QRW�RQO\�VXFFHHGHG��EXW�PDQ\�RI�WKH�(VWXDU\�3URJUDP�
HIIRUWV��OLNH�RXU�YROXQWHHU�PRQLWRULQJ�SURJUDP��KDYH�EHHQ�
UHFRJQL]HG�DV�D�PRGHO�IRU�DOO�RI�WKH�1(3V��

0DQ\�FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV�KDYH�KHOSHG�WKH�(VWXDU\�3URJUDP�
JHW�WR�ZKHUH�LW�LV�WRGD\��6RPH�RI�WKHVH�VXSSRUWHUV�DUH�KLJKOLJKWHG�
LQ�WKLV�UHSRUW��DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�PDQ\�DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV�ZHōYH�
EHHQ�DEOH�WR�DFKLHYH�WRJHWKHU�LQ�WKH�ODVW����\HDUV��7KLV�\HDU��
ZH�KDYH�FRQWLQXHG�WKLV�OHJDF\�RI�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�DQG�VWHZDUGVKLS��
:H�KHOG�RXU��th�6WDWH�RI�WKH�%D\��HQJDJLQJ�RYHU�����FRPPXQLW\�
PHPEHUV�LQ�HVWXDU\�SURWHFWLRQ��:H�DOVR�EURNH�JURXQG�RQ�RXU�
QHZ�UXUDO�URDG�LPSURYHPHQW�SURMHFW�WKDW�ZLOO�KHOS�UHGXFH�
FKURQLF�VHGLPHQWDWLRQ�RI�RXU�FUHHNV�DQG�ED\��

1RZ�WKH�%D\�)RXQGDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�(VWXDU\�3URJUDP�ORRN�IRUZDUG�
WR�WKH�QH[W����\HDUV��0DQ\�QHZ�FKDOOHQJHV�OLH�DKHDG��VXFK�DV�
DGGUHVVLQJ�WKH�GHFOLQH�LQ�HHOJUDVV�DQG�WKH�IXWXUH�HIIHFWV�RI�
D�FKDQJLQJ�FOLPDWH��:KLOH�VRXUFHV�RI�IXQGLQJ�DUH�FRQVWDQWO\�
FKDQJLQJ��WKH�(VWXDU\�3URJUDP�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�PRQLWRU�WKH�
KHDOWK�RI�RXU�HVWXDU\��UHVWRUH�QDWXUDO�KDELWDWV��DQG�HGXFDWH�
UHVLGHQWV�DQG�YLVLWRUV�RQ�KRZ�WR�NHHS�RXU�ED\�FOHDQ�DQG�KHDOWK\�
IRU�DOO�RI�XV���

Gary Ruggerone
President
%D\�)RXQGDWLRQ� � �

Adrienne Harris 
Executive Director 
0RUUR�%D\�1DWLRQDO�(VWXDU\�3URJUDP
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In 2014, the Bay Foundation 
welcomed two new board 
members — Mark Rothe and 
Dr. Deanna Richards. 

0DUN�KDV�DQ�0%$�ZLWK�DQ�HPSKDVLV�LQ�
DFFRXQWLQJ�DQG�QRQSURƓW�PDQDJHPHQW�
DV�ZHOO�DV�����\HDUV�RI�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�
DFDGHPLF��QRQSURƓW�DQG�IRU�SURƓW�FRQ�
WH[WV��+H�SUHYLRXVO\�ZDV�D�SURIHVVRU�RI�
DFFRXQWLQJ�DW�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�1HZ
<RUN��+H�DQG�KLV�ZLIH�3HQQ\�UHFHQWO\�
PRYHG�WR�0RUUR�%D\�IURP�1HZ�<RUN�DQG�
UXQ�D�QRQSURƓW�6XPPHU6RQJV��ZKLFK�
SURYLGHV�VRQJZULWLQJ�LQVWUXFWLRQ�WR�DGXOWV��
0DUN�WRRN�RYHU�7UHDVXUHU�GXWLHV�IRU�WKH�
ERDUG�WKLV�IDOO��

'U��'HDQQD�5LFKDUGV�LV�D�ORFDO�ƓQDQFLDO�
DGYLVRU�ZKR�HQMR\V�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�LQGLYLGXDOV�
and organizations on strategies to reach 

WKHLU�ƓQDQFLDO�JRDOV��5DLVHG�LQ�0DOD\VLD��
VKH�KDV�VSHQW�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�KHU�DGXOW�OLIH�
KHUH�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��HDUQLQJ�D�3K��'��
LQ�HQYLURQPHQWDO�HQJLQHHULQJ�IURP�WKH�
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�3HQQV\OYDQLD�DQG�ZRUNLQJ�DV�
DQ�HQYLURQPHQWDO�HQJLQHHU�IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV�
EHIRUH�ŏUHWLULQJŐ�WR�6/2�&RXQW\��,Q�WKH�
����V��VKH�GLUHFWHG�D�SURJUDP�RQ�7HFK�
QRORJ\�DQG�(QYLURQPHQW�DW�WKH�1DWLRQDO�
$FDGHPLHV�RI�6FLHQFH�DQG�(QJLQHHULQJ��

THANK YOU
We said goodbye to long-time Bay Foundation board 

member Bob Semonsen in 2014. Bob tirelessly served on 
the board for 25 years and was instrumental in forming 
the Bay Foundation and the Morro Bay National Estuary 

Program. Bob also gave his time as Treasurer of the 
board for the past five years. Wanting to be closer to 
their grandchildren, Bob and his wife Tina moved to 

Southern California this fall. He will be missed. 
We hope they come to visit often. 

NEW VOICES
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1995 – 2015

Let’s look back on all the achievements of the program.

Your help has made us succeed. 

We asked community members and contributors to the 
program to tell their Estuary Program tales. Read on 
as these local voices share their stories celebrating our 
beautiful estuary. Together, we’ll dive into the years ahead. 
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In 1989, 25 years ago, 
)ULHQGV�RI�WKH�(VWXDU\�DQG�WKH�
%D\�)RXQGDWLRQ�ZHUH�IRUPHG��
7KHVH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��DORQJ�ZLWK�
WKH�0RUUR�%D\�7DVN�)RUFH��FDPH�
WRJHWKHU�WR�VSHDUKHDG�HIIRUWV�WR
SUHVHUYH�WKH�ED\��0DGH�XS�RI�
UHVLGHQWV�IURP�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\��
)ULHQGV�ZDV�JLYHQ�WKH�WDVN�RI�
GHYHORSLQJ�DQG�PDLQWDLQLQJ�
ZLGH�SXEOLF�DQG�SROLWLFDO�VXSSRUW���

:KLOH�PRVW�RI�XV�NQHZ�WKDW�
FKDQJHV�WR�WKH�HVWXDU\�ZHUH�
LQHYLWDEOH��ZH�FRXOG�VHH�WKDW�
KXPDQ�LQŴXHQFH�ZDV�VSHHGLQJ�
XS�WKRVH�FKDQJHV�LQ�DQ�XQDFFHSW�
DEOH�ZD\��0DQ\�LQIRUPDWLYH�DQG�
HGXFDWLRQDO�SURJUDPV�ZHUH�KHOG��
RIIHULQJ�LQVLJKW�LQWR�WKH�QDWXUDO�
history of the area and the ele�
ments that form the ecosystem. 

“2XU�VFLHQWL´F�and 
technical knowledge 
was limited. But we 
held in our hearts a 
love for this location 
and its wildlife.”

6RPH�RI�XV�KDG�QHYHU�KHDUG�WHUPV�
OLNH�QXWULHQWV�DQG�VHGLPHQWDWLRQ�
UDWHV�EHIRUH��:H�GLGQōW�XQGHUVWDQG�
what a watershed was or why a 

PHDQGHU�LV�LPSRUWDQW�LQ�D�VWUHDP��
2XU�VFLHQWLƓF�DQG�WHFKQLFDO�NQRZO�
HGJH�ZDV�OLPLWHG��%XW�ZH�KHOG�LQ�
RXU�KHDUWV�D�ORYH�IRU�WKLV�ORFDWLRQ�
DQG�LWV�ZLOGOLIH��2XU�FRQFHUQ�
ZDV�WKDW�LW�FRXOG�EH�LUUHSDUDEO\�
KDUPHG�E\�RYHUGHYHORSPHQW��

,�VHUYHG�DV�WKH�)ULHQGV�RI�WKH�
(VWXDU\ōV�SUHVLGHQW�GXULQJ�WKH�
1DWLRQDO�(VWXDU\�3URJUDP��1(3�
WUDQVLWLRQ��DQG�ZDV�KRQRUHG�WR�
UHSUHVHQW�WKH�)ULHQGV�RQ�WKH�1(3�
([HFXWLYH�&RPPLWWHH��7KRXJK�
WKH�)ULHQGV�RI�WKH�(VWXDU\�
RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LV�QR�PRUH��,�DP�
VWLOO�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�1(3ōV�
3XEOLF�2XWUHDFK�DQG�(GXFDWLRQ

&RPPLWWHH��VWXG\LQJ�DQG�
DSSURYLQJ�JUDQW�PRQLHV�IRU�
SURMHFWV�WKDW�EHQHƓW�WKH�HVWXDU\�
DQG�DOLJQ�WKHPVHOYHV�ZLWK�WKH�
DFWLRQ�DQG�PDQDJHPHQW�SODQV��

)RU�WKRVH�RI�XV�ZKR�ZHUH�HFVWDWLF�
DERXW�RXU�LQFOXVLRQ�DV�D�6WDWH�DQG�
1DWLRQDO�(VWXDU\��RXU�GHOLJKW�LV�
WHPSHUHG�E\�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�PRUH�
ZRUN�QHHGV�WR�EH�GRQH��2XU�MRE�
FRQWLQXHV�DV�ZH�IDFH�WKH�XQNQRZQV�
associated with climate change. 

7ZHQW\��ƓYH��\HDUV�DQG�FRXQWLQJ��

 — Ruth Ann Angus
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CELEBRATING 20 YEARS...           

1986 
The Morro Bay Task Force 

is re-established to provide 

a comprehensive approach 

to managing the watershed 

and estuary 

1989 
The Friends of the 

Estuary and The 

Bay Foundation 

are established 

to handle outreach 

and research, 

respectively, to 

encourage estuary 

preservation 

1991 
The First State of the 

Bay Conference is held. 
The nine-day event is 
designed to increase 

awareness of the need 
to protect Morro Bay

1993 
The Volunteer 

Monitoring 

Program is 

established by 

Friends of 

the Estuary 

1994
Morro Bay is 

recognized as 

a state estuary 

1995 
Morro Bay gains 
National Estuary 
Program status 
from the U.S. 
Environmental 
Protection Agency 
(EPA)

1997 
The Volunteer Monitoring 

Program is reorganized 

and becomes part of the 

National Estuary Program

1999 
Draft Management Plan 

�&&03��LV�ƓQDOL]HG��2YHU�
700 individuals helped 

to draft the plan over a 

four-year planning process 

Chorro Flats Floodplain Enhancement 

Project  is completed with Coastal San 

Luis Resource Conservation District 

2001 
Comprehensive Conservation and 

Management Plan is signed by the governor
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2011 
Comprehensive 

Conservation 

& Management 

Plan update 

process begins 

�ƓQDOL]HG������
 

           SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ALONG THE WAY

2002 
Volunteer Monitoring Program achieves 

EPA’s quality assurance seal of approval 

2003 
Walters Creek 

Restoration 

3KDVH�2QH�EHJLQV
�FRPSOHWHG�������

State of the Bay 
conference is held

7KH�����DFUH�
Hollister Peak 

Ranch Acquisition 

sets aside property 

previously slated 

for development

2005 
Walters Creek 

Restoration 

Phase Two begins 

�FRPSOHWHG�������

2006 
Derelict Vessel Abatement Program begins to 

reduce hazardous waste from boats in the bay

State of the Bay conference is held  

Morro Bay Watershed Riparian Fencing 

Program begins to reduce erosion and 

improve stream habitat and water quality

7KH��DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����DFUH�/RV�2VRV�
Dunes Hotel Site Acquisition prevents 

IXWXUH�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�LV�D�VLJQLƓFDQW�
OLQN�LQ�WKH�/RV�2VRV�JUHHQEHOW�SUHVHUYLQJ�
RSHQ�VSDFH�DURXQG�/RV�2VRV�DQG�WKH�
Morro Bay estuary

2008 

Sweet Springs 

East Acquisition 

expands Morro 

Coast Audobon 

Preserve by 

����DFUHV

2010 
State of the Bay 

conference is held

2004 
Estuary Nature 

Center opens 2009 
Pennington Creek 

Fish Passage Barrier 

is removed 

2013
First community-

based eelgrass 

restoration effort

begins

2014
State of the Bay 

conference is held
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When I retired,�,�ZDQWHG�WR�
SXW�P\�WLPH�LQWR�DFWLYLWLHV�UHODWHG�
WR�P\�FKHULVKHG�0RUUR�%D\��$IWHU�
EHFRPLQJ�D�GRFHQW�DW�WKH�0RUUR�
%D\�0XVHXP�RI�1DWXUDO�+LVWRU\��
,�JRW�FDXJKW�XS�LQ�WKH�HIIRUWV�WR�
VDYH�WKH�ED\��:LWK�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�
VRPH����WRQV�RI�VLOW�ZHUH�HQWHULQJ�
0RUUR�%D\�DQQXDOO\�GXH�WR�HURVLRQ��
there was general concern. 

,�EHJDQ�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�)ULHQGV�RI�
WKH�(VWXDU\��ZKR�KDG�GHFLGHG�
WR�HVWDEOLVK�D�PDQDJHPHQW�SODQ�
WKURXJK�WKH�1DWLRQDO�(VWXDU\�
3URJUDP��:H�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�VWURQJ�
GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�WR�DFKLHYH�WKDW�
JRDO��NQRZLQJ�WKDW�LW�FRXOG�WDNH�
WHQ�\HDUV��$V�ZH�ZRUNHG��,�ZDV�
LPSUHVVHG�DQG�SOHDVHG�WKDW�
SHRSOH��RUJDQL]DWLRQV��DQG�

JRYHUQPHQW�DJHQFLHV�ZHUH�VR�
VXSSRUWLYH�RI�NHHSLQJ�0RUUR�
%D\
V�VSHFLDO�QDWXUDO�HQYLURQPHQW��
:H�UHOLVKHG�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�
WDNH�RQ�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�SURMHFW��

Now that we are well along 

LQ�WKH�SURJUDP��,�WDNH�JUHDW�
satisfaction that so many in this 

FRPPXQLW\�ZRUNHG�WRJHWKHU�WR�
JHW�WKH�MRE�GRQH��,�DGPLUH�IRUPHU�
&RXQW\�6XSHUYLVRU�%LOO�&R\��DQG�
DP�JUHDWO\�LPSUHVVHG�ZLWK�6WHYH�
(DEU\
V�DELOLW\�WR�SXW�WRJHWKHU�
VXFK�D�VWURQJ�QHWZRUN�RI�
FRQFHUQHG�SHRSOH��RUJDQL]DWLRQV��
DQG�DJHQFLHV���,�DSSUHFLDWH�'RQ�
3DUKDP��-HDQ�&DUWZULJKW��DQG�
(LOHHQ�%RZHQ��ZKR�WRRN�WKH�
OHDG�ZLWK�)ULHQGV�RI�WKH�(VWXDU\��
UHFUXLWLQJ�WKH�ERDUG��:H�FRXOG�

“As we worked, 
I was impressed 
and pleased 
that people, 
organizations, 
and government 
agencies were 
so supportive 
of keeping 
Morro Bay’s 
special natural 
environment.”

QRW�KDYH�EXLOW�D�PHPEHUVKLS�RI�
������VXSSRUWHUV�ZLWKRXW�IXQGLQJ�
IURP�3*	(�IRU�WKH�FDPSDLJQ��,�
UHPDLQ�WKDQNIXO�IRU�WKH�SDVVLRQDWH�
GHGLFDWLRQ�RI�'DYH�3DUDGLHV�LQ�
JHWWLQJ�SHRSOH�ZRUNLQJ�WRJHWKHU�
RQ�WKH�PDQDJHPHQW�SODQ��DQG�
0DU\�/HL]HDU�ZKR�UDQ�RXU�ORFDO�
1(3�RIƓFH��0\�VWURQJ�IHHOLQJV�
DUH�IRU�DOO�WKH�PDQ\�SHRSOH�ZKR�
ZRUNHG�WR�PDNH�LW�DOO�SRVVLEOH��

 — Bill Newman
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The [initial meetings of the 

0RUUR�%D\�7DVN�)RUFH@�ZHUH�
UHDOO\�JUHDW�EHFDXVH�LW�ZDV�
DFURVV�DOO�NLQGV�RI�QRUPDO�
ERXQGDULHV�DQG�XQFRQYHQWLRQDO�
SDUWQHUVKLSV��,W�ZDV�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�
IRONV��UHWLUHG�IRONV�ZLWK�LQWHUHVW
LQ�UHFUHDWLRQ��FRPPHUFLDO�LQWHU�
HVWV��DQG�>ORFDO@�JRYHUPHQWř��
,�WKLQN�WKDWōV�ZKDW�WKH�(VWXDU\�
3URJUDP�FDQ�EH�PRVW�SURXG�RI��
,W�LV�QRW�D�UHJXODWRU\�SURJUDP��
,WōV�D�SURJUDP�RI�WU\LQJ�WR�SXW�
WRJHWKHU�SURMHFWV�WKDW�FDQ�LP�
SURYH�WKH�KHDOWK�RI�WKH�HVWXDU\�
DQG�SUHVHUYH�WKH�TXDOLW\�LQ�WKLV�
LQFUHGLEOH�DVVHW�WKDW�ZH�KDYH��

ŋ�5LFN�$OJHUW
 Former Harbor Director 
 for the City of Morro Bay

$OO�RI�XV�ORYH�RXU�
EHDXWLIXO�HVWXDU\��
RXU�EHDXWLIXO�
KDUERUř��
&RQVHTXHQWO\�ZH�
DUH�DOZD\V�YLJLODQW�
DQG�FDUH�IRU�LW��VR�
ZH�HQG�XS�ZLWK�D�
EHDXWLIXO�SODFH�
that we certainly 

FDQ�DSSUHFLDWH��
7KH�(VWXDU\�
Program is 

DOZD\V�ZRUNLQJ�
ZLWK�XV�DQG�XV�ZLWK�
WKHP��,W�NHHSV�WKH�
FRPPXQLW\�LQYROYHG��

— Jeremiah O’Brien

 President of 
 Commercial 
 Fishermen’s 
 Organization

:H�QHYHU�JHW�WLUHG�RI�
EHLQJ�RXW�KHUH��LWōV�MXVW�
D�SKHQRPHQDO�SODFH��,W�
FKDQJHV�HYHU\�VLQJOH�GD\��

ŋ�9LUJLQLD�)ODKHUW\
 Owner of Central 
 Coast Outdoors

<RX�PLJKW�QRW�EH�WKHUH�
HYHU\�GD\��\RX�PLJKW�QRW�
HYHQ�WKLQN�DERXW�LW�IRU�D�
ZHHN�RU�WZR��EXW�LWōV��\RX�
NQRZ��WKDW�VSHFLDO�SODFH��

ŋ�7HUU\�+RRNHU
  Local Resident

:H�ORYH�WKH�ZLQWHU�PRVWO\�EHFDXVH�
LWōV�VR�FDOP�DQG�DOVR�WKH�DPRXQW�
RI�ELUG�VSHFLHV�WKDW�DUH�KHUH�LQ�WKH�
ZLQWHUř���,Q�DQG�DURXQG�0RUUR�%D\�
WKHUH�DUH�RIWHQ�XS�WR�����GLIIHUHQW�
VSHFLHV�RI�ELUGV�LQ�WKH�ZLQWHU��,WōV�D�
PDMRU�ELUG�ZDWFKLQJ�KRW�VSRW��DQ�
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�KRW�VSRW��

�ŋ�-RKQ�)ODKHUW\
 Owner of Central 
 Coast Outdoors

2QH�RI�WKH�XQLTXH�WKLQJV�DERXW�OLYLQJ�DERDUG�>RXU�ERDW@�ZDV�
WKDW�,�JRW�WR�VHH�DOO�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�VHDVRQV�SDVV��0\�KXVEDQG�
DQG�,�UHDOO\�IHOW�0RWKHU�1DWXUH��:H�UHDOO\�H[SHULHQFHG�DOO�
WKH�GLIIHUHQW�VSHFLHV�WKDW�ZRXOG�FRPH�WR�WKH�ED\�DV�WKH\ōUH�
PLJUDWLQJ�WKURXJK��6R�ZKHQ�ZH�SXW�RQ�RXU�DOO�ZHDWKHU�VXLWV�
WR�ULGH�LQ�WKH�GLQJK\�EDFN�WR�WKH�FDU�WR�JR�WR�ZRUN�HYHU\�GD\�
LQ�WRZQ��,�ZDV�EROVWHUHG�E\�ZKDW�,�ZDV�H[SHULHQFLQJ�HYHU\�
GD\�KHUH�RQ�WKH�ED\��,W�MXVW�IXUWKHUHG�P\�UHVROYH�WR�KHOS�
SURWHFW�RXU�HQWLUH�FRXQW\��,�JHW�WR�GR�WKDW�LQ�P\�OLQH�RI�ZRUN�

— Kaila Dettman

  Executive Director of the Land Conservancy

2XU�ƓVKLQJ�LQGXVWU\�LV�YHU\�
PXFK�SDUW�RI�WKH�FLW\��7KDWōV�
ZKDW�IRXQGHG�0RUUR�%D\��
2XU�ZKROH�FRPPXQLW\�
VXSSRUWV�>LW@ř���(YHU\�VR�
RIWHQ��ZKHQ�WKHUH�DUH�D�ORW�
RI�ƓVK�LQ�WKH�ZDWHU��ZH�ZLOO�
KDYH�WKHVH�FRQJUHJDWLRQV�RI�
ELUGV��FRUPRUDQWV��SHOLFDQVř�
DQG�WKH\ōUH�ƓVKLQJ��WKH\ōUH
IHHGLQJ��,WōV�ZRQGHUIXO��,WōV�
MXVW�IDEXORXV�WR�ZDWFK�

— Janice Peters

 Former Mayor of Morro Bay

Inhaling the Sea

7KH�%D\�ƓOOV�WKHQ�VWLOOV��EUHDWKOHVV
waiting to exhale

Breathe�E\�7LP�&URZOH\� Local Resident

LOCAL VOICES
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2014
THIS YEAR 
IN FOCUS...

Eelgrass,�DQ�XQGHUZDWHU�VHDJUDVV��
LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�SDUW�RI�WKH�HVWXDU\�
HFRV\VWHP��,W�SURYLGHV�IRRG�DQG�
VKHOWHU�WR�D�YDULHW\�RI�VHD�OLIH�DQG�
ZLOGOLIH��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��HHOJUDVV�
EHGV�KDYH�EHHQ�GZLQGOLQJ�VLQFH�
������:H�KDYH�EHHQ�ZRUNLQJ�WR�
XQGHUVWDQG�DQG�FRXQWHUDFW�WKLV�
GHFOLQH�WKURXJK�VWUDWHJLF�UHVWRUD�
tion and monitoring efforts.  

 

(QYLURQPHQWDO�5HSRUWHU�'DYLG�
6QHHG�ZURWH�DERXW�RXU�UHVWRUD�
WLRQ�HIIRUWV�LQ�WKH�$XJXVW����������
HGLWLRQ�RI�6DQ�/XLV�2ELVSRōV 
7ULEXQH��

CONTINUING 
OUR 
IMPORTANT 
WORK

EELGRASS 
RESTORATION 
UPDATE 

 

“This crisis has sparked a 

remarkable restoration 

effort by the Morro Bay 

National Estuary Program. 

Over the past three years, 

hundreds of shore-side 

workers and scuba divers 

have volunteered to harvest 

and replant thousands of 

bundles of eelgrass through-

out the estuary… .

 

Volunteers tying bundles of

 eelgrass… said they were 

motivated to help out of a 

desire to see the estuary 

thrive and out of respect 

for the work the National 

Estuary Program does. 

‘The sponsor of the program 

is my main reason for wanting

to volunteer,’ said Kristen 

Nelson of San Luis Obispo.” 

 
7KDQNV�WR�RYHU�����KDUG�ZRUNLQJ�
YROXQWHHUV�OLNH�.ULVWHQ��RXU������
FRPPXQLW\�EDVHG�UHVWRUDWLRQ�ZDV
D�JUHDW�VXFFHVV��:HōUH�FXUUHQWO\�
GHYHORSLQJ�D�QHZ�YROXQWHHU�HHO�
grass monitoring and restoration 

SURJUDP�WKDW�ZLOO�DOORZ�XV�WR
PDNH�D�SRVLWLYH�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�
HHOJUDVV�EHGV�\HDU�URXQG���
 

To read more of David’s article, 

ŏ9ROXQWHHUV�ZRUN�WR�UHVWRUH�
0RUUR�%D\ōV�YLWDO�HHOJUDVV�EHGV�Ő�

Visit ��KWWS���ZZZ�VDQOXLVRELVSR�
FRP�������������������BYROXQWHHUV�
ZRUN�WR�UHVWRUH�PRUUR�KWPO"UK ��



During World War II,�GLUW�URDGV�ZHUH�EXLOW�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�0RUUR�
%D\�ZDWHUVKHG�IRU�PLOLWDU\�WUDLQLQJ�SXUSRVHV��7KHVH�URDGV�WUDYHUVH�
VWHHS�DQG�XQVWDEOH�WHUUDLQ��$IWHU�ZHDWKHULQJ�URXJKO\����\HDUV�RI�XVH�
DQG�VWRUPV��PDQ\�RI�WKH�URDG�VXUIDFHV�DUH�QRZ�IDLOLQJ��7KH\�KDYH�WKH�
SRWHQWLDO�WR�HURGH�DQG�VHQG�ODUJH�DPRXQWV�RI�VHGLPHQW�LQWR�QHDUE\�
VWUHDPV��7KLV�ZRXOG�UHVXOW�LQ�SRRUHU�ZDWHU�TXDOLW\��ZKLFK�FDXVHV�
SUREOHPV�IRU�PDQ\�SODQWV�DQG�DQLPDOV��LQFOXGLQJ�VRXWKHUQ�&DOLIRUQLD�
VWHHOKHDG�DQG�&DOLIRUQLD�UHG�OHJJHG�IURJV��

7R�KHOS�UHGXFH�VHGLPHQW�UXQRII��ZHōYH�EURNHQ�JURXQG�RQ�D�SURMHFW�
WKDW�ZLOO�LPSURYH�XS�WR�HLJKWHHQ�PLOHV�RI�WKHVH�DJLQJ�URDGV�DW�XS�WR�
���VLWHV��:HōUH�HQKDQFLQJ�VWUHDP�FURVVLQJV�DQG�VWDELOL]LQJ�VWUHDP�
EDQNV�WR�EHWWHU�GUDLQ�VWRUPZDWHU��:H�DUH�DOVR�UHPRYLQJ�XQVWDEOH�ƓOO�
GLUW�DORQJ�KLOOVLGHV�DQG�FDUYLQJ�RXW�UROOLQJ�GLSV�WR�UHGXFH�WKH�LPSDFW�
RI�VHGLPHQWDWLRQ�RQ�VWUHDP�V\VWHPV��7KLV�DPELWLRXV�SURMHFW�LQYROYHV�
D�YDULHW\�RI�WRROV�DQG�HTXLSPHQWŋLQFOXGLQJ�K\GUDXOLF�H[FDYDWRUV��
EXOOGR]HUV��DQG�GXPS�WUXFNVŋDQG�LV�H[SHFWHG�WR�WDNH�DERXW�WZR�
\HDUV��8OWLPDWHO\��WKLV�KDUG�ZRUN�ZLOO�SUHYHQW��������FXELF�\DUGV�
RI�GLUW�IURP�HQWHULQJ�RXU�ZDWHUV��7KDWōV�DOPRVW�ƓYH�2O\PSLF�VL]HG�
VZLPPLQJ�SRROV�RI�VHGLPHQW��

2QFH�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�FUHZV�KDYH�PRYHG�RXW��ZHōOO�HYDOXDWH�KRZ�
ZHOO�ZHōYH�GRQH��5HVHDUFKHUV�ZLOO�FRPSDUH�EHIRUH��GXULQJ��DQG�
DIWHU�SLFWXUHV��DQG�PRQLWRU�SK\VLFDO�FKDQJHV�WR�WKH�LPSURYHG�VLWHV��
7KH\ōOO�DOVR�PHDVXUH�VHGLPHQW�UXQRII�DIWHU�HDFK�KHDY\�UDLQIDOO�WR�VHH�
KRZ�PXFK�LWōV�EHHQ�UHGXFHG��:HōOO�NHHS�\RX�SRVWHG�RQ�RXU�SURJUHVV�

PREVENTING 
EROSION ON 
RURAL ROADS



Sycamores�E\�.DWK\�0LOOHU� Local Artist



Our 2014 State of the Bay event series�LQYLWHG�SHRSOH�WR�
OHDUQ�DERXW�WKH�KHDOWK�RI�WKH�0RUUR�%D\�HVWXDU\�DQG�ZDWHUVKHG�LQ�
D�IXQ�DQG�LQWHUDFWLYH�ZD\��7KH�HYHQW�VHULHV�RIIHUHG�VRPHWKLQJ�IRU�
HYHU\ERG\��IURP�\RXQJ�VWXGHQWV�WR�PDULQH�VFLHQFH�SURIHVVLRQDOV��
DQG�RYHU�����SHRSOH�SDUWLFLSDWHG��

7KDQNV�WR�D�JUDQW�IURP�+DUROG�-��0LRVVL�&KDULWDEOH�7UXVW��ZH�ZHUH�
DEOH�WR�SUHVHQW�D�ZLGH�YDULHW\�RI�HYHQWV��$FWLYLWLHV�LQFOXGHG�ED\�
KHDOWK�DQG�VFLHQFH�SUHVHQWDWLRQV��D�KLNH�XS�%ODFN�+LOO�ZLWK�SURJUDP�
VWDII��D�IDPLO\�HYHQW��RXU�ƓUVW�DQQXDO�'RJ�)HVW��D�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RQ�
ED\�IULHQGO\�JDUGHQLQJ��DQG�D�KDLNX�FRQWHVW���$Q�HQWU\�IURP�WKH�
FRQWHVW�LV�IHDWXUHG�RQ�SDJH���RI�WKLV�UHSRUW���

7KH�6WDWH�RI�WKH�%D\�HYHQW�VHULHV�ZDV�LQVSLUHG�E\�WKH�6WDWH�RI�WKH�%D\�
UHSRUW��ZKLFK�WKH�(VWXDU\�3URJUDP�SXEOLVKHV�HYHU\�WKUHH�\HDUV��2XU�
�����UHSRUW�H[SORUHV�HLJKW�DUHDV�RI�ED\�KHDOWK��VXFK�DV�ZDWHU�TXDOLW\��
VHGLPHQWDWLRQ��DQG�EDFWHULD�LQ�WKH�ED\��7KLV�\HDUōV�PRQLWRULQJ�DQG�
UHVHDUFK�UHYHDOHG�WKDW�WKH�0RUUR�%D\�HVWXDU\�DQG�ZDWHUVKHG�DUH�
KHDOWK\�DQG�WKULYLQJ�ZLWK�D�VRPH�DUHDV�RI�FRQFHUQ��7KH�FRPSOHWH�
UHSRUW�LV�DYDLODEOH�IRU�GRZQORDG�LQ�WKH�/LEUDU\�VHFWLRQ�RI�RXU�ZHEVLWH��
 

STATE OF THE BAY 
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      CELEBRATE IN 2015

In 2015, ZH�ZLOO�EH�KROGLQJ�
PDQ\�DQQLYHUVDU\�HYHQWV�DQG�
ZRXOG�ORYH�IRU�\RX�WR�MRLQ��
.HHS�DQ�H\H�RQ�RXU�FDOHQGDU�
DQG�)DFHERRN�SDJH�IRU�LQYLWDWLRQV�
DQG�GDWHV�RI�XSFRPLQJ�HYHQWV��

$V�SDUW�RI�RXU�FHOHEUDWLRQV��ZH�
are collecting stories that show�
FDVH�WKH�ZRQGHUV�DQG�EHDXW\�
RI�WKH�ED\�WKURXJK�FRPPXQLW\�
PHPEHUVō�UHFROOHFWLRQV��
(Interviews in action 
pictured on this page.) 

6WD\�WXQHG�WR�ZHE�DQG�UDGLR�
LQ������WR�KHDU�WKHVH�JUHDW�
LQWHUYLHZV�FRQGXFWHG�E\�
6LPR�1\ODQGHU�DQG�7RP�:LOPHU�

Help keep our bay beautiful and healthy — volunteer with the 

Morro Bay National Estuary Program. There are opportunities 

in water quality monitoring, education and outreach, events, 

eelgrass monitoring and restoration, and more! 

YOUR INVOLVEMENT MEANS FUTURE CELEBRATIONS!

LEARN MORE!

with our newly revamped website   
www.MBNEP.org

or call our offices   
805.772.3834



MORRO BAY
CLEAN MARINA
The Morro Bay Harbor, ZLWK�KDUG�ZRUN�IURP�WKH�FLW\ōV�+DUERU�
'HSDUWPHQW��KDV�EHHQ�D�FHUWLƓHG�&DOLIRUQLD�&OHDQ�0DULQD�VLQFH�
������7KH�(VWXDU\�3URJUDP�LV�SURXG�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKH�+DUERU�
'HSDUWPHQW�DQG�RWKHU�SDUWQHUV�WR�SURPRWH�FOHDQ�PDULQD�SUDFWLFHV�
DQG�SUHYHQW�ZDWHU�SROOXWLRQ��7KLUWHHQ�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�KDUERU�PXVW�
PHHW�WKH�&OHDQ�0DULQD�3URJUDP�UHTXLUHPHQWV��HPHUJHQF\�SURFH�
GXUHV��ERDW�PDLQWHQDQFH��VROLG�DQG�OLTXLG�ZDVWH�PDQDJHPHQW��
GHEULV�PDQDJHPHQW��VWRUPZDWHU�UXQRII��DQG�PRUH��

7KH�0RUUR�%D\�+DUERU�'HSDUWPHQW�SURYLGHV�SXPSRXW�IDFLOLWLHV�
IRU�ZDVWH�GLVSRVDO��YDFXXP�VDQGHUV�IRU�ERDW�PDLQWHQDQFH��RLO�DQG�
KD]DUGRXV�ZDVWH�UHF\FOLQJ��DQG�ƓUVW�UHVSRQVH�IRU�RLO�DQG�KD]DUGRXV�
ZDVWH�VSLOOV��

7KH�(VWXDU\�3URJUDP�KDV�KHOSHG�IXQG�PDQ\�RI�WKHVH�HIIRUWV�DQG�
DOVR�SDUWQHUV�ZLWK�WKH�+DUERU�'HSDUWPHQW�RQ�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�RXWUHDFK
WR�ERDWHUV��,Q�������WKH�(VWXDU\�3URJUDP�ZLOO�UROO�RXW�QHZ�ERDWHU�
HGXFDWLRQ�PDWHULDOV�DQG�SDUWQHUVKLSV��

%RDWLQJ�LQ�WKH�ED\�LV�JRRG��FOHDQ�IXQ��DQG�ZH�FDQ�DOO�KHOS�NHHS�LW�WKDW�
ZD\��0RUUR�%D\�+DUERU�'HSDUWPHQWōV�FOHDQ�ERDWLQJ�UHVRXUFHV�DUH�
DYDLODEOH�RQOLQH��

0RUH�DERXW�WKH�&OHDQ�0DULQD�3URJUDP��YLVLW�www.cleanmarina.org��



$1,018
Morro Bay Commercial Fishermen’s Organization 

Vacuum Sander Boat 
Maintenance Project 

$1,960
San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden

Fire Safe Demonstration 
Landscape 

The Community Grants Program fosters creative 

projects with the community to address the priority 

LVVXHV�IDFLQJ�WKH�0RUUR�%D\�HVWXDU\��7KH�IROORZLQJ�
projects were awarded Community Grants in the 

�����)LVFDO�<HDU��

2QH�VRXUFH�RI�WR[LF�SROOXWDQWV�WR�WKH�ED\�
LV�LQ�ZDWHU�ERDW�PDLQWHQDQFH��%HFDXVH�
DFFHVV�WR�SURSHU�ERDW�KDXO�RXW�IDFLOLWLHV�
LV�OLPLWHG�LQ�WKLV�UHJLRQ��PDQ\�ERDW�RZQHUV
GR�DV�PXFK�PDLQWHQDQFH�LQ�ZDWHU�DV�
SRVVLEOH��8QGHU�WKLV�JUDQW��WKH�0RUUR�%D\�
&RPPHUFLDO�)LVKHUPHQōV�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�
SXUFKDVHG�GXVW�H[WUDFWRU�YDFXXP�VDQGHUV�
WKDW�FDSWXUH�XS�WR�����RI�GXVW�JHQHUDWHG��
7KH�GXVW�H[WUDFWRU�V\VWHP�RQ�HDFK�VDQGHU�
KHOSV�GHFUHDVH�SROOXWLRQ�LQWR�0RUUR�%D\��
7KHVH�VDQGHUV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�WR�EH�FKHFNHG�
RXW�E\�ERDW�RZQHUV�IURP�WKH�0RUUR�%D\�
+DUERU�'HSDUWPHQW��

:KHQ�FRPSOHWH��WKH�)LUH�6DIH�*DUGHQ�will 

SURYLGH�D�ZRUNLQJ�PRGHO�RI�ODQGVFDSH�GHVLJQ�
SULQFLSOHV�DLPHG�VSHFLƓFDOO\�DW�SURWHFWLQJ�
OLIH�DQG�SURSHUW\�IURP�WKH�GHYDVWDWLQJ�
HIIHFWV�RI�ZLOGƓUH��7KLV�JUDQW�VXSSRUWHG�
HURVLRQ�FRQWURO�PHDVXUHV�LQ�WKH�JDUGHQ��LQ�
DGGLWLRQ�WR�SUHYLRXV�IXQGLQJ�IRU�JUDGLQJ��
SHGHVWULDQ�SDWKV��DQG�HGXFDWLRQDO�PDWHULDOV�

COMMUNITY 
GRANTS 
AWARDED 
INSPIRE & IMPLEMENT
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$FKLHYHPHQW�+RXVH�FRQVWUXFWHG�D�������
VTXDUH�IRRW�K\GURSRQLF�JUHHQKRXVH�WR�JURZ�
YHJHWDEOHV�DQG�ŴRZHUV�WR�VHOO�WR�WKH�JHQHUDO�
SXEOLF��7KH�JUHHQKRXVH�ZLOO�JHQHUDWH�DSSUR[�
LPDWHO\�������JDOORQV�RI�QXWULHQW�HQULFKHG�
ZDWHU�HYHU\����GD\V��,Q�RUGHU�WR�VDYH�DQG�
UHF\FOH�WKLV�OLPLWHG�UHVRXUFH��WKH�$FKLHYHPHQW�
+RXVH�FRQVWUXFWHG�D�������JDOORQ�ZDVWH�
ZDWHU�UHFODPDWLRQ�VWRUDJH�IDFLOLW\�QH[W�WR�
WKH�JUHHQKRXVH��7KH�FDSWXUHG�ZDVWH�ZDWHU�
ZLOO�EH�XVHG�WR�SURYLGH�ZDWHU�WR�DGMDFHQW�
JUHHQKRXVHV�DQG�D�FRPPXQLW\�JDUGHQ��

$5,000
Achievement House, Inc 

Achievement House 
Hydroponics Water 

Reclamation Project 

$2,700
Central Coast State Parks Association 

Communication Devices for Walks & Tours 

7KH�&HQWUDO�&RDVW�6WDWH�3DUNV�$VVRFLDtion 

�&&63$��LQFUHDVHG�DFFHVVLELOLW\�RI�GRFHQW�
OHG�ZDONV�DQG�WRXUV�DURXQG�WKH�HVWXDU\�
E\�SXUFKDVLQJ�WUDQVPLWWHU�DQG�UHFHLYHU�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�GHYLFHV��7KH�GHYLFHV�HQVXUH�
WKDW�DOO�SDUWLFLSDQWV�FDQ�IXOO\�KHDU�WKH�WDON�
OHDGHU��HYHQ�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�GLIƓFXOW\�KHDULQJ�
RU�ZKR�KDYH�D�KDUG�WLPH�NHHSLQJ�XS�ZLWK�WKH�
SDFH�RI�WKH�JURXS��1RZ��DOO�SDUWLFLSDQWV�FDQ�
VWD\�HQJDJHG�LQ�OHDUQLQJ�DERXW�WKH�ED\��
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NUMBERS & FINANCES
2014 FISCAL DATA

EXPENSE 
DISTRIBUTION
7KH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�IXQGV�WKDW�DUH�
XVHG�LQ�HDFK�RI�IRXU�SURJUDP�
DUHDV�IRU�WKH������)LVFDO�<HDU�
�2FWREHU���������Ŋ�6HSWHPEHU����������

Over the past 20 years, there are PDQ\�XQFRXQWHG�
KRXUV�RI�ƓHOG�ZRUN��UHVHDUFK��DQG�KHOS�IURP�YROXQWHHUV�
WKDW�KDYH�PDGH�RXU�SURJUDP�WKULYH��7KH�HIIRUWV�ZH�KDYH�
EHHQ�DEOH�WR�UHFRUG�DFURVV�RXU�KLVWRU\�DUH�H[FLWLQJ��7KDQN�
\RX�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�KHOSHG�EXLOG�RXU�SURJUDP��GDWD�
EDVHV��DQG�HGXFDWLRQDO�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��:H�ORRN�IRUZDUG�
WR�IXWXUH�FROODERUDWLRQV�

3,040 SAMPLES
%DFWHULD�PRQLWRULQJ�KDV�EHHQ�RQJRLQJ�LQ�
WKH�ZDWHUVKHG�IRU�QHDUO\����\HDUV��,Q�WKH�
SDVW����\HDUV�DORQH��������VDPSOHV�KDYH�
EHHQ�FROOHFWHG�

2,700 
MONITORING EVENTS

 

&UHHN�ZDWHU�TXDOLW\�PRQLWRULQJ�KDV�EHHQ�
FRQGXFWHG�IRU����\HDUV��ZLWK�RYHU�������
PRQLWRULQJ�HYHQWV�GXULQJ�WKDW�WLPH�

PROGRAM MILESTONES

In the lifetime of the 

MONITORING PROGRAM, 

604 VOLUNTEERS contributed 

17,574 HOURS, which totals 

462,899 DOLLARS in labor!

17%
Program 
Management 
& National 
Partnerships

23% Education 
& Outreach

28% Monitoring 
& Research

32%
Habitat 
& Water 
Quality 

Protection 
& Restoration

Morro Bay National Estuary Program is one of 28 

National Estuary Programs around the country. As 

a member of this group, the Estuary Program receives 

an annual grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection

Agency (EPA). The Estuary Program has been able 

to leverage each dollar of this federal funding 

received into nearly ten dollars in support for local

conservation work and goals for the Morro Bay 

estuary and watershed. The majority of these funds 

are provided to partners and local organizations 

through grants and collaborative projects.
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INCOME 
SOURCES
7KH�YDOXH�RI�FDVK�
DQG�LQ�NLQG�LQFRPH�

from federal and 

QRQ�IHGHUDO�VRXUFHV�
IRU�WKH������
)LVFDO�<HDU

�2FWREHU���������
WKURXJK

�6HSWHPEHU�����������

$593,383.00

FEDERAL FUNDS

$338,169.41

NON-FEDERAL 
FUNDS

56
% 

IN-KIND

6
% 

PRIVATE

17
% 

RESTOR-
ATION 
FUND

21
% 

STATE
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DONATED 
SERVICES

7KH�GROODU�YDOXH�RI�GRQDWHG
�VHUYLFHV�UHFHLYHG�E\�WKH�(VWXDU\

3URJUDP�GXULQJ�WKH������)LVFDO�<HDU�
��2FWREHU���������Ŋ�6HSWHPEHU����������

which totals 
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VITAL HELPING HANDS

VOLUNTEERS 
OF THE YEAR

0RQLWRULQJ�3URJUDP�9ROXQWHHUV�RI�WKH�<HDU�

SUE HOOD
6XH�KDV�DOZD\V�ORYHG�WKH�RXWGRRUV��
,QLWLDOO\�IURP�0DVVDFKXVHWWV��KHU�
SDVVLRQ�IRU�EHLQJ�RQ�WKH�ZDWHU�
VWDUWHG�DV�VKH�H[SORUHG�WKH�ULYHU�
VKH�JUHZ�XS�RQ�YLD�KHU�URZERDW��
VZHHWO\�QDPHG�ŏ7KXPEHOLQD�Ő�
+HU�UHVLGHQFH�RQ�WKH�&HQWUDO�
&RDVW�EHJDQ�LQ�WKH�����V��DV�
VKH�DQG�KHU�KXVEDQG�FKRVH�WR�
UDLVH�WKHLU�WZR�ER\V�LQ�/RV�2VRV��
+LNLQJ��EDFNSDFNLQJ��DQG��DJDLQ��
EHLQJ�RQ�WKH�ZDWHU�ZDV�SDUW�RI�
IDPLO\�OLIH��+HU�IDPLO\�FRQWLQXHV�
WR�NHHS�KHU�EXV\�ZLWK�KHU�WZR�
VRQV��QRZ�LQ�$ODVND��6XH�WDNHV�
WULSV�WR�VHH�KHU�IDPLO\�WKHUH��
HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�JUDQGNLGV�
�3LFWXUHG�DERYH�ULJKW�

LIZ CURREN
$IWHU�YLVLWLQJ�IULHQGV�RQ�WKH�:HVW�
&RDVW��WKLV�6W��/RXLV�QDWLYH�MXVW�
FRXOGQōW�OHDYH�WKH�DUHD��$IWHU�D�
IHZ�PRQWKV�LQ�6RXWKHUQ�&DOLIRUQLD�
VKH�DQG�KHU�KXVEDQG�PDGH�WKHLU
way to the Central Coast. Liz grew

XS�ORYLQJ�DQG�H[SORULQJ�WKH�
RXWGRRUV�DQG�LQVWLOOHG�WKDW�VDPH�
SDVVLRQ�LQ�KHU�RZQ�FKLOGUHQ��+HU�
FRPPXQLW\�ZRUN�LV�QRW�OLPLWHG�
WR�WKH�RXWGRRUV��KRZHYHU��DV�VKH�
ZLOO�EH�UHWLULQJ�IURP�WKH�/RV�2VRV�
/LEUDU\�VRRQ��:LWK�D�GDXJKWHU�LQ�
/RV�$QJHOHV�DQG�VRQ�DQG�JUDQG�
GDXJKWHU�LQ�-DSDQ��/L]�WDNHV�WLPH�
WR�WUDYHO�IRU�IXQ�IDPLO\�YLVLWV� 
�3LFWXUHG�DERYH�

6XH�DQG�/L]�LQLWLDOO\�PHW�DV�/RV�
2VRV�QHLJKERUV�DQG�TXLFNO\�
IRXQG�WKH\�HQMR\HG�HDFK�RWKHUōV�
FRPSDQ\�ZKLOH�JUDFLRXVO\�KHOSLQJ
LQ�RXU�SURJUDP��/L]�EHJDQ�OHQGLQJ�
D�KDQG�LQ�WKH�IDOO�RI�������ZKLOH�
6XH�MRLQHG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�VXPPHU��
%\�PRQLWRULQJ�WKH�ZDWHU�DW�VSHFLƓF
�VLWHV��HVSHFLDOO\�3HQQLQJWRQ�&UHHN�
WKH�SDLU�DUH�DEOH�WR�YLVLW�ZLWK�HDFK�
RWKHU�DQG�HQMR\�WKH�RXWGRRUV��
7KH�GXR�DJUHHV�WKDW�WKHLU�VLWHV�
DUH�VSHFLDO�DQG�WKH\�HQMR\�WKH�
XQLTXH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�LQWHUDFW
ZLWK�WKH�FKDQJLQJ�VHDVRQV�WKURXJK�
RXW�WKH�\HDUV��:H�WKDQN�ERWK�
women for dedicating their time 

DQG�SDVVLRQ�WR�WKH�LPSRUWDQW�
ZRUN�WKH\�KDYH�DFFRPSOLVKHG�
ZLWK�WKH�0%1(3���
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            In 2014 

714 
HOURS
of work were 
completed by 

56 
MONITORING 
VOLUNTEERS



&RPPXQLW\�9ROXQWHHU�RI�WKH�<HDU�

SKIP ROTSTEIN

6NLS�PRYHG�WR�/RV�2VRV�RQO\�
ODVW�\HDU��+H�EHJDQ�KLV�FDUHHU�
DV�D�KLJK�VFKRRO�ELRORJ\�WHDFKHU�
DQG��VLQFH�UHWLULQJ��UDQ�D�FDFWXV�
QXUVHU\�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW��/HDYLQJ�
KLV�SODQWV�EHKLQG��KLV�VHFRQG�
UHWLUHPHQW�ƓQGV�KLP�LQ�RXU�
DUHD��$Q�LPSRUWDQW�FRPPXQLW\�
FRQWULEXWRU��KH�OHQGV�KLV�WLPH�WR�
WKH�0RUUR�%D\�1DWXUDO�+LVWRU\�
0XVHXP�DQG�1DWLRQDO�(VWXDU\�

3URJUDP��3K\WRSODQNWRQ�VDPSOLQJ��
ELRDVVHVVPHQW��DQG�WKH�HHOJUDVV�
UHVWRUDWLRQ�SURJUDP��KDYH�EHHQ�
6NLSōV�VSHFLDOWLHV�DQG�KLV�ZRUN�
KDV�EHHQ�YLWDO�WR�WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�
WKH�SURMHFW��:H�VR�DSSUHFLDWH�KLV�
WLPH�DQG�HIIRUW�DQG�KRSH�WKDW�KH�
ƓQGV�PRPHQWV�IRU�WKH�KLNLQJ�DQG�
URDG�ELNLQJ�WKDW�KH�ORYHV�VR�PXFK�
GXULQJ�KLV�QHZ�UHWLUHPHQW�

,QYROYHPHQW�LQ�WKH�&HQWUDO�&RDVW�
FRPPXnity is nothing new to 

0LPL��ZKR�LV�D�/LRQQHVV�DQG�D�
YROXQWHHU�WR�IRVWHU�NLWWHQV��0LPL�
UHWLUHG�IURP�QXUVLQJ�WR�VHWWOH�
IXOO�WLPH�LQ�&D\XFRV��6KH�KDV�
FRQWULEXWHG�����KRXUV�WR�RXU�
SURJUDP�VLQFH������

This dedication came in the 

IRUP�RI�EDFWHULD�PRQLWRULQJ�LQ�
WKH�ED\��7KLV�ZRUN�KDV�EHHQ�
SDUWLFXODUO\�LPSRUWDQW�EHFDXVH�
QR�RQH�HOVH��VWDWH��FRXQW\��FLW\��HWF��
LV�PRQLWRULQJ�EDFWHULD�LQ�WKH�ED\�
to determine if the waters are safe 

IRU�VZLPPLQJ��:H�WKDQN�0LPL�IRU�
KHU�UHOHQWOHVV�FDUH�IRU�WKH�SHRSOH�
DQG�ZLOGOLIH�WKDW�VXUURXQG�KHU�DQG�
LQKDELW�0RUUR�%D\�

IRU�RQ�D�SURMHFW�WKDW�IHQFHG�FDWWOH�
RXW�RI�D�ORFDO�FUHHN�WR�UHGXFH�
EDFWHULD�LQ�WKH�ZDWHU��+LV�PRQLWRU�
LQJ�GDWD�GHWHFWHG�D�PHDVXUHDEOH�
GURS�LQ�EDFWHULD�OHYHOV�LQ�WKH�FUHHN��
GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�WKH�HIIHFWLYHQHVV�
RI�WKLV�SURMHFW��:H�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�
UHFRJQL]H�%�.��ZLWK�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�
for his dedication to the Morro Bay 

ODQGVFDSH�DQG�KLV�VLJQLƓFDQW�
FRQWULEXWLRQV�WKH�(VWXDU\�3URJUDP���

B.K. RICHARD
$IWHU�UHWLULQJ�IURP�DQ�HQJLQHHULQJ 

FDUHHU�LQ�6RXWKHUQ�&DOLIRUQLD��%�.��
EHFDPH�YHU\�DFWLYH�RQ�WKH�/DQG�
&RQVHUYDQF\�%RDUG�DV�ZHOO�DV�D�
YROXQWHHU�ZLWK�RXU�SURJUDP�KHUH�
LQ�0RUUR�%D\��%HJLQQLQJ�LQ�������
KLV�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKH�(VWXDU\�3URJUDP�
LQFOXGHG�ZDWHU�TXDOLW\�PRQLWRULQJ�
ELRDVVHVVPHQW�PRQLWRULQJ��DQG�
EDFWHULD�PRQLWRULQJ�WRWDOLQJ�����
KRXUV��%�.��SURYLGHG�PRQLWRULQJ�

TWO VOLUNTEERS RETIRE!  
7KHLU�ZRUN��VSDQQLQJ����\HDUV��KDV�EHHQ�D�JUHDW�
FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�WKH�HVWXDU\�DQG�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�

MIMI KIMBALL
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The generosity of the following individuals, companies, 
and organizations has allowed us to have a greater positive 
impact on the Morro Bay National Estuary this year. 

Thank you to the Dougherty family, ZKR�FRQWULEXWHG�
VR�PXFK�WKURXJK�WKHLU�ODVWLQJ�PHPRULDO�JLIW�LQ�KRQRU�RI�
WKHLU�UHODWLYH��)UDQFHV��6KH�ZDV�D�VSHFLDO�ZRPDQ�ZLWK�D�
GHHS�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�IRU�QDWXUH�DQG�FKHULVKHG�PHPRULHV�
DW�WKH�RFHDQ��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�0RUUR�%D\��6KH�DQG�KHU�ODWH�
KXVEDQG��$QGUHZ��WRRN�DQQXDO�WULSV�WR�WKH�DUHD�LQ�WKHLU�
VSDUH�WLPH��7KH�/HW�,W�5DLQ�IXQGUDLVHU�FRQGXFWHG�LQ�6SULQJ�
�����ZDV�D�VXFFHVV�ZLWK�HYHU\�GRQDWLRQ�XS�WR��������
PDWFKHG�E\�WKH�(VWDWH�RI�)UDQFHV�'RXJKHUW\��7KH�HIIRUW�
DQG�GRQDWLRQV�IURP�WKRVH�LQYROYHG�DUH�JUHDWO\�DSSUHFLDWHG���

THANK YOU 2014 SUPPORTERS

GENEROSITY THAT
MOVES US FORWARD

LEADERSHIP 
CIRCLE 
($500 to $1000)

*UDVV\�%DU�2\VWHU�&RPSDQ\

Morro Bay Garden Club

STEWARD OF 
MORRO BAY
($250 to $499)

9LUJLQLD�&DKLOO

'RURWK\�&KULVWLH

'\QHJ\

Laurie & Bruce Keogh

William & Delayna Luffee

/XKU�'HVLJQ�	�&RQVWUXFWLRQ��,QF�

0RUUR�&RYH�+2$

Piedra Environmental Consultants

5RWDU\�&OXE�RI�0RUUR�%D\

3DXO�	�6KLUOH\�9LQVRQ

Wine Shed

IN-KIND 
SERVICES & PRODUCTS

Art Center Morro Bay

Beach Butlerz 

Corwin Bidwell

Central Coast Stand Up Paddling

Central Coast State Parks Association

City of Morro Bay

Cuesta College

Marv and Pet Daniels

Deovlet Wines

Eco Rotary Club of Morro Bay

Forever Stoked

Gentle Touch Pet Training

*UDVV\�%DU�2\VWHU�&RPSDQ\
Elisabeth Haug

7KH�-R\FXS�&R�

Christopher McMains

Miner’s Ace Hardware

Mutt Mitt

Jennifer Nix

Pleasant Inn Motel

The Rock Espresso Bar

Sage Ecological Landscapes & Nursery

6DQ�/XLV�2ELVSR�&KLOGUHQōV�0XVHXP
Still Waters Vineyards

Shane Stoneman

Sunshine Health Foods

Tolosa Winery

Trader Joe’s

Windows on the Water

Wine Therapy Time

GUARDIAN’S
CIRCLE 
($1000 to $4999)

The Frances Dougherty Trust
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FRIENDS OF MORRO BAY
($100 to $249)

Anonymous

+RPHU�$OH[DQGHU

.DWH�$QGHUVRQ

$QQD�$YHQ

$O\VVD�%DOO

%RQQLH�%DURQ

/H[LH�	�0LFKDHO�%HOO

Benchmark Woodworks

0RQLFD�	�(GZDUG�%LVFKRI

%HYHUOH\�:DLQZULJKW�	�'U��)UHGHULF�-��6ORDQ�,,

Terry & Lucy Brown, in honor of Peaka

Elaine & Jim Crescenzi

Leslie Dougherty & Rick Tripp

-DQHWWD�(YHUV

-DFN�$��)UDQNOLQ��)UDQNOLQ�5HDO�(VWDWH
5LFNH\�*LOOLJDQ

&DURO\Q�+RGJH

Myron & Sue Hood

7KRPDV�-XVWLQH

John Kerchinski

'LDQH�/XGLQ

1HDO�0DORQH\��0RUUR�%D\�2\VWHU�&RPSDQ\��//&
Alaina Morgan

Morro Bay Marine Rehabilitation Center

Denise Fourie & Mike Multari

%DUEDUD�	�2VFDU�0X³R]

Joel Neel

Bill & Sarah Newman

%�.��5LFKDUG
Gary & Stephanie Ruggerone

Sage Eco Landscapes & Nursery

'U��(ULF�	�%HWV\�6RUHQVHQ
David & Helianthe Stevig

Shaunna Sullivan

<RODQGD�	�-RVHSK�:DGGHOO
&DQGL�)UHG�:LFNPDQ

/LQGD�:LOOLDPV

Janice & Rex Wolf

SUPPORTERS
(Up to $99)

AmazonSmile Foundation

9LFNLH�%DJJHWW

Robert Bailey

Patricia Boyd

Judith Carlson

Carol & Paul Courcy

5KRQGD�	�.HLWK�&URZIRRW

-LOO�'HQWRQ�	�&DUROLQH�+DOO

-R\�	�-RKQ�'LHUFNV

6WHYH�(GG\��(GG\�&R��'U\ZDOO

Jacob Erdman

Natalie Feinblatt

-HDQ�	�-RKQ�)HUJXV

$QQ�	�%UXFH�)ROOHWWH

Doreen & Michael Gardner

Jan Goldman

5D\PRQG�	�$UPLGD�*RQ]DOH]

3DWV\�	�+HUEHUW�+DUVFK

Bill Henry

3DWW�+ROPHV

(DUOH�+R\W

Chris & Mary Hudson, in memory of 

   Don Stegman and his love of nature

Jamie Irons, in honor of Curt Beebe

&DUROLQH�,VUDHO

6DQGUD�-HQQLQJV

*DEULHOH�-HQVHQ

+HLGL�.DXVFK�	�-HDQ�)HUJXV

6XH�.D\


* MUTT MITTS 
   PROGRAM 
   SUPPORTER

/HPRV�)HHG�	�3HW�6XSSO\

-XOLDQ�/LSVFKLW]


&DWKHULQH�DQG�'RQDOG�/RFNZRRG

Don & Liz Maruska

)UDQNLH�0F*XLUH

Cynthia & Richard Milhem

.\RNR�0LWVXRND

Kate Montgomery

*DLO�0RUJDQ

5KRQGD�1RUHOLXV

-RDQQD�2VERUQ

-DPLH�3DOPHU


*DU\�	�)UHGGLH�5HDP

0DULO\Q�5REHUWV


-DFTXHOLQH�5RJHUV

Dominic Roques & Beth Fillerup

Jim Ruddell, Ruddell’s Smokehouse

6DQGSULQWV�3KRWRJUDSK\

/\QQH�	�6WHYHQ�6DQRLDQ


Holly Sletteland

Ray & Julie Smith

&KHUL�	�6FRWW�6XEOHU

5RFKHOH�8OOXP


$�/��	�/DXULH�9LVHOOL

5REHUW�	�&DURO�:DONHU

5LFKDUG�	�.DUHQ�:DWWV


0DU\�:KLWHIRUG

Kathryn Winfrey & Sven Hammer

PROGRAM FUNDERS
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

California Department of Fish and Wildlife
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

State Water Resources Control Board
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Harold J. Miossi Charitable Trust



The Morro Bay National Estuary Program is a 
QRQSURƓW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WKDW�ZRUNV�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKH�

LOCAL COMMUNITY 
to protect and restore Morro Bay. The Estuary Program 

frequently gathers community input to guide its work.  

Gary Ruggerone
Shaunna Sullivan

Bill Henry
Mark Rothe
Rick Algert

Joel Neel 
Deanna Richards 

Carla Wixom  

* Bob Semonsen
* Greg Smith 

ORGANIZATION 
STRUCTURE  

President  

9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�
Secretary 

7UHDVXUHU��

)RUPHU�7UHDVXUHU�
)RUPHU�%RDUG�0HPEHU

BAY FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
2XU�ƓVFDO�VSRQVRU�IRU�WKH�(VWXDU\�3URJUDP
that applies for grants, manages funding for
the Estuary Program, and employs the staff.  

Adrienne Harris ����([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU�
Lexie Bell ����$VVLVWDQW�'LUHFWRU�
Cynthia Milhem  ���2IƓFH�0DQDJHU�
Ann Kitajima�����0RQLWRULQJ�3URJUDP�0DQDJHU�
Karissa Willits�����0RQLWRULQJ�&RRUGLQDWRU�
Tom Sanford�����:DWHU�4XDOLW\�7HFKQLFLDQ�
Jen Nix�����5HVWRUDWLRQ�3URMHFWV�0DQDJHU�
Larissa  Clarke�����5HVWRUDWLRQ�7HFKQLFLDQ�
Rachel Pass ����&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�	�2XWUHDFK�&RRUGLQDWRU�
Sara Markham ����&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�,QWHUQ�

*Kathryn Winfrey�����)RUPHU�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�	
� � �������'HYHORSPHQW�&RRUGLQDWRU

OUR STAFF

* (Contributed to projects in 2014)



MEMBERS SERVING AT THE PLEASURE 
OF THEIR RESPECTIVE ORGANIZATIONS 

)HGHUDO�*RYHUQPHQW�
86�(QYLURQPHQWDO�3URWHFWLRQ�$JHQF\��86(3$��
Suzanne Marr
MBNEP Program Manager 

State of California 

&HQWUDO�&RDVW�5HJLRQDO�:DWHU�4XDOLW\�&RQWURO�%RDUG�
Jennifer Epp
Control Engineer 

6DQ�/XLV�2ELVSR�&RXQW\�
Bruce Gibson
'LVWULFW���6XSHUYLVRU�

City of Morro Bay 

Noah Smukler
&LW\�&RXQFLO�0HPEHU�

/RV�2VRV�&RPPXQLW\�6HUYLFHV�'LVWULFW�
Marshall Ochylski
&6'�%RDUG�0HPEHU�

%D\�)RXQGDWLRQ�RI�0RUUR�%D\�
Gary Ruggerone
%D\�)RXQGDWLRQ�3UHVLGHQW�

,PSOHPHQWDWLRQ�&RPPLWWHH�&KDLU
Becka Kelly
+DUERU�3DWURO�6XSHUYLVRU��

MEMBERS REPRESENTING 
SPECIFIC STAKEHOLDER 

GROUPS

$W�/DUJH�*RYHUQPHQW�$JHQF\�
Sam Schuchat

6WDWH�&RDVWDO�&RQVHUYDQF\�

(QYLURQPHQWDO�,QWHUHVWV�
Holly Sletteland

(QYLURQPHQWDO�3URIHVVLRQDO�

$JULFXOWXUDO�,QWHUHVWV�
Marc Lea

SLO County Agricultural Weed Control 

7RXULVP�5HFUHDWLRQ�,QWHUHVWV�
Dean Sullivan

3KRWRJUDSKHU�%XVLQHVVPDQ�

6FLHQFH�DQG�5HVHDUFK�
Kristin Hardy

$VVRFLDWH�3URIHVVRU�0DULQH�6FLHQFHV��&DO�3RO\�

/RFDO�)LVKHULHV�
Sharon Rowley

&HQWUDO�&RDVW�:RPHQ�IRU�)LVKHULHV�

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
The program also invites community members to serve 
on the Executive Committee. The Executive Committee 
provides policy direction for the program, assesses 
progress, and approves grant requests.  




